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Renaissance culture
[bookmark: _GoBack]Renaissance refers to a period approximately between 1400 and 1600. This is a period where society experienced changes from the Middle Ages and embraced modernity. Renaissance music, architecture, painting, and art (what mainly comprised culture) were primarily focused on five themes. These were; humanism, rationalism, individualism, virtu, and secularism (Szalay 2016). Culture thus was directed at achieving these themes. Before the renaissance, culture was dominated by Christian theological texts that Roman Catholics mainly dominated. Still, with the renaissance, society started moving from that and emphasized education and classical humanities. This is a period associated with great theorists like Niccolò Machiavelli. The renaissance theorists believed that the cultural aspect of society was declined and thus the need to re-emphasize philosophy and classical texts to develop and stronger society. The people felt that they had lived in darkness for long and thus need to get out of the darkness (Leonard 1905). The period greatly influenced the understanding of nature, emphasis on classical learning, and individualized view of human beings. People started viewing men as single individuals in society. As such, renaissance mainly means the reformation and rebirth of society and break away from medieval values. Roman Catholicism was no longer a driving force of society. As such, this paper will explore changes in society and culture to prove that renaissance cultural production was more of a revolution from the middle ages and not an evolution of the middle period. 
During the Reformation period, which is a crucial period of renaissance, the Roman Catholic Church became corrupt, and thus, people went against it to eliminate corruption (Szalay 2016). This resulted in the formation of other churches. This led to the formation of many protestant religions across Europe. As such, the focus of culture diverted from society to an individual and tried to achieve individualism in society. The church was no longer critical in society, and thus people started to engage in scientific revolution to replace the church. During the medieval ages (what is commonly known as the dark ages), nature had minimal impact on society, but this was changed with the renaissance. Nature was emphasized. These changes played a key role in the shifting of society from the medieval period to modernity. Today, science dominates all aspects of society, and education is a key influencer of changes in society. The education is based on classical texts and philosophy, which were introduced during the renaissance period. 
In the medieval period, God and Faith were the centers of life and attention. Life on earth was not considered essential, and thus man lived on earth to please God and go to heaven. With the growth of humanism and secularism, the concept of life shifted to pay attention to life and human beings. Human beings become the center of attention of life (Hammett 2018). As such, the power of nature became important in life, and people started conserving nature. This marked a transition from medieval ages (dark ages) to modernity. In modern society, all attention is given to man and his life. God is no longer the center of attention. As such, man has developed human rights to safeguard that attention and maintain his position in history, culture, and society. This is what they called the humanization of society and life. 
Renaissance cultural changes did not improve the existing cultural aspects but implemented totally new ones that would be followed to meet the renaissance themes. Religion had experienced challenges and criticisms, and thus, this was replaced with science and philosophy to guide cultural values. This replaced the religious values that were in place during the medieval time. Also, the church split into many religions giving rise to the Roman Catholic Church and many protestant churches. This diverted the center of attention from religion, faith, and God, and man and life become the center of attention (Leonard 1905). The renaissance cultural production was thus not an evolution of the existing aspects, but it was a revolution that brought a new way of life to society. This has been shifted to modernity, where most of the renaissance concepts of society have been employed. Renaissance thus marked a shift from the middle ages to modernity. Even the great French revolution was based on renaissance concepts of society. 
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